AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF

REV. DANIEL MERRILL..

[The account of how Daniel Merrill and his congregation repudiated their

former views of baptism and became a N. T. Baptist congregation]

The following narration of some portions of the Rev. Daniel Merrill's history, written by
himself, was forwarded to the Agent of the Baptist General Tract Society, for publication, a few
weeks previous to his decease, which took place in June, 1833. A letter accompanying the
manuscript was written by his daughter, at his dictation; disease having rendered him unable to
perform the labor.

CONVERSION AT AGE 13

When I was in the thirteenth year of my age, the Lord gave me to hope in his mercy. Whilst
not far from completing my fourteenth year, he began to move me to be a minister and witness for
him.

SERVICE IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR AS A TEEN AGER

When a lad of fifteen, or rising, I engaged in the Revolutionary struggle, for the term of
three years, during which period I saw human nature in its various aspects, from the most
degraded, up to decent morality and hopeful piety; and rode in company with Mr. Israel Evans,
one of the more noted Chaplains of the army, into most of the States then in the Union. A fine
opportunity was thus afforded me to look at men and things, but not into books. When the war
closed, I gladly returned to reside in the beloved paternal mansion.

DECISION TO FOLLOW MINISTERIAL PATH

My busy thoughts were now contemplating and contrasting things which might be. My
mind was balancing between the gospel ministry and mercantile pursuits. My age, being then in
my nineteenth year, was the principal if not the only objection against entering directly upon the
preparatory studies which I then considered indispensable pre-requisites to the sacred office. This
office had, for more than four years, been at times the object of consideration, particularly on my
return from the army.

SEVEN YEARS OF PRIVATE AND COLLEGE THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

I soon opened my mind and related my principal objection to one or more particular friends.
My objection was at once considered of less magnitude than [ had attached to it. I soon accorded
in judgment with my friends, and with very little loss of time commenced a seven years' course of
close application to literature and theology.

MERRILL'S PROFESSED IGNORANCE OF THE BAPTISTS AND HIS FIRST
ACQUAINTANCE WITH BAPTIST BRETHREN

From my earliest childhood to the time in which I commenced my literary course, I had
never, to my knowledge, seen more than one Baptist minister, nor heard any one commend the
peculiar tenets of the Baptists; but had frequently heard them spoken against with visible
displeasure. I eagerly conceived, and for a considerable time retained an opinion of the Baptists,
not honorable to their persons, their doctrines, or their practices.

During my literary pursuits, I occasionally became partially acquainted with some of their
leaders, and with a few of their private brethren. Their apparent piety, and the manifest honesty
with which they adhered to their sentiments, mellowed somewhat my asperity, and produced a
certain kind of pit, connected with a commencing desire that they might see and renounce their
hurtful errors, and give us the pleasure of receiving them into the community of the orthodox
Congregationalists.
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FIRST SERMON IN SEDGWICK-1791

In the year 1791, having gone the round of my preparatory studies, I entered upon the
service which I had long contemplated. The first Lord's-day in which I discoursed publicly to any
people, was in this town. In the first discourse which I here delivered, the Lord mercifully worked
with me and confirmed the word, as the signs which followed abundantly evinced.

REVIVAL BLESSINGS IN EARLY PREACHING

From that day and forward, a solemn and deeply affecting sense of the exceeding sinfulness
of sin, of the danger to which it exposes the transgressor, and the necessity of being forgiven,
rested upon the people, and increased until, as it was hoped, near one hundred were turned from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, during the twenty-three weeks in which
I was with them that season. The same appearances and fruits manifested themselves in every
town where I preached more than one Sabbath, during eighteen months in which I was absent
from this place.

1793-BECOMES PERMANENT PASTOR OF SEDGWICK CHURCH

In 1793, I returned to this people, and was ordained as the Pastor of the Church. In the year
1798 and '99, a great reformation took place among the people. In 1802, also, the divine
influences were remarkable in both the church and society. Several Baptist ministers, hearing of
the good hand of our God upon us, visited us and preached many lectures. We received them
kindly, for they proved to be men of God.

1802-THE DESIRE TO CORRECT THE SO-CALLED "ERRANT" BAPTIST BRETHREN

From time to time my acquaintance with the Baptists increased, and my affection for them,
as partakers of the divine nature, and possessing like precious faith, also increased; so did also my
desire for a union with them—not by turning to them, but by their conviction of what I believed
to be their error, and by turning from it, as least so far that we might appear one people, and have
nothing to mar our union, or hinder our work. I thought so much of the importance of this union
as to write a long letter to one of their most useful and devoted ministers.

Yes, I was so deeply impressed with the urgent necessity of this union among the children
of God, of the service which I might render the Baptists by stating before them, in plain scripture
evidence, the errors to which they adhered, and the certain correctness of the general system of
my brethren, the Congregationalists—for I know not that I then had one doubt but what such
evidence was attainable—

THE PLAN TO WRITE A BOOK TO SHOW BAPTISTS THEIR ERROR

And T also had such an interesting view of the vast advantage which such an event would
almost certainly produce to the cause of truth and of Christ in the world, that I gave myself with a
degree of decision, to a careful and critical review of the oracles of God, that I might write a
book and show the Baptists, from the unerring word of God, the certain scripture evidence
of their errors, and of the hurtful nature of those errors, and of their obligation to renounce them,
and come up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the common foe, by uniting
their strength with ours.

A SHOCKING DISCOVERY: FRAIL EVIDENCE!

Upon the above object, I contemplated day and night, and perused the sacred volume, and
re-perused it, from Genesis to Revelations, and thought myself nearly prepared to write my
proposed book. But upon a review of my arguments, I found that in some of the links of my chain
there was not that full strength of evidence which I could wish.
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I therefore sat myself to a renewed research, that I might strengthen any part which seemed
not sufficiently strong to move a world. For truth was my object as well as victory, and my eye
was principally upon the one, that [ might win the other. I did not, in this momentous concern,
covet principally the praise of men nor the show of victory, but the prevalence of all-conquering
truth.

THE INTENSE SEARCH FOR N. T. TRUTH

Thus was I searching for truth as for a hidden treasure. This search for truth began, in
continuance of time, to be painful; not from any doubt where it was, or what it was, but from my
not finding the evidence of it in that fulness and clearness which I expected. This anxious search
was continued not for weeks and months merely, but for more than two years. Towards the
close of my research for what I had long believed to be the truth, and for that evidence of it which
might compel every honest Baptist to buy it, by exchanging his errors for it, my pain became
severe.

DEDUCTIONS FROM RESEARCH
SCRIPTURE DOES NOT SUPPORT INFANT BAPTISM

To my great disappointment and extreme regret, I was driven to the then very sorrowful
conclusion, that the sacred scriptures did not afford clear and direct evidence to support my
own practice. Yes, I was compelled to believe that there was no certain precept nor plain
example in the Bible to authorize the administering of any gospel ordinance to an unconscious
babe.

I still fully believed that there were gospel ordinances, and that the Bible did define with
certainly what these ordinances were, and to whom they should be administered; but I very
sensibly felt that I knew not either. For as yet [ was not merely no Baptists, but possessed a very
strong and powerful opposition against being one. At the same time all satisfactory evidence of
the truth of my own practice failed me.

THE EXCRUIATING DILEMMA

This was a painful condition. At this time eight children were about being presented to have
the rite of sprinkling administered to them. I considered that I was under no obligation to go, nor
even had liberty to go, where the Lord would not go with me, and as he had refused me the light
of evidence in favor of this rite, I refused to administer it. My pain and anxiety increased upon
me. I explicitly revealed my solicitude to very few. However, my brethren could not but know
that my mind was burdened; and some of their minds also began to be.

THE CONGREGATION BECOMES INVOLVED IN THE SEARCH FOR THE
BIBLICAL TRUTH

By my particular desire, the church, with but three dissenting voices, agreed to observe a
day of fasting and prayer before the Lord, to implore his merciful interference, that we might not
renounce the practice to which we had been accustomed, if that practice was in agreement with
the truth; and that we might not continue to reject the sentiments of the Baptists, if those
sentiments were in accord with His revealed will.

MENTAL CONFLICT OVER BIBLICAL PASSAGE

The day was observed with much solemnity. With painful solicitude did our devout
supplications ascend to the Father of our spirits, that he would scatter light in our paths, settle the
doubtful minds, and lead us in the good and right way.

The solemn day passed! But light appeared not; certainly not to me. I was in extreme
darkness; in darkness very sensibly to be felt. Not darkness as to the gospel of the grace of God,
but darkness as to the gospel of the kingdom. I knew not of what the kingdom of God was

composed-—of course I knew not what it was.
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